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                                                              FACULTY SENATE 

Faculty Senate Meeting Agenda 

April 24, 2020 

1:00 PM until adjournment 

Synchronous Online Forum 

 

I. Welcome and Roll Call 

II. Review of Minutes from February 28, 2020 and March 20, 2020 

III. Announcements 

IV. Airing of Grievances (2 minute limit) 

V. Introduction of New Topics (2 minute limit) 

VI. Reports 

A. Executive Committee - Nolen 

B. Chancellor’s Report –Drale 

C. Provost’s Report – Bain 

D. Governance Committee - Cheatham 

E. Council Reports 

1. Council on Core Curriculum and Policies - Blevins-Knabe 

2. Undergraduate Council - Felan 

3. Graduate Council - Ruhl  

VII. Old Business  

N/A 

VIII. New Business 

A. Motion FS_2020_09 Executive Committee (Legislation. Majority Vote at one 

Meeting, no second required) Spring and Summer 2020 graduates 

Be it resolved that those applicants completing all requirements for various 

degrees in the 2020 Spring and Summer Semesters shall be approved for 

graduation. (see ualr.edu/facultysenate for a list of candidates for graduation, 

current as of 4/20/2020). 
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B. Motion FS_2020_10 Executive Committee (Legislation. Majority vote at one 

meeting, no second required.) Recommendation regarding Chancellor Drale’s 

Proposal for Academic Planning Retrenchment. 

 

Be it resolved to recommend regarding the chancellor's academic planning 

retrenchment report to accept the items where the chancellor agreed with the 

Faculty Senate, and  

 

Be it further resolved to recommend that on items where the chancellor 

disagreed with the Faculty Senate, that the chancellor work with the Faculty 

Senate to develop compromise language. 

 

 

C. Motion FS_2020_11 Academic Calendar and Schedules Committee (Legislation. 

Majority vote at one meeting, no second required.) Approve AY 23 Academic 

Calendar.  

 

Be it resolved to approve the AY 23 academic calendar as shown on 

ualr.edu/facultysenate.  

 

 

D. Motion FS_2020_12 Academic Calendar and Schedules Committee (Legislation. 

Majority vote at one meeting, no second required.) Approve AY 24 Academic 

Calendar.  

 

Be it resolved to approve the AY 24 academic calendar as shown on 

ualr.edu/facultysenate. 

 

E. Motion FS_2020_13 Admissions and Transfer of Credit Committee (Legislation. 

Majority vote at one meeting, no second required.)  

 

Be it resolved that for Summer 2020 and Fall 2020 admissions only, UA Little Rock 

will waive policy requiring admissions tests to be taken within 5 years of the admission 

date. 

 

F. Motion FS_2020_14 Admissions and Transfer of Credit Committee (Legislation. 

Majority vote at one meeting, no second required.)  

 

Be it resolved For Summer 2020 and Fall 2020 admissions only, UA Little Rock 

will waive policy requiring graduate admissions tests to be taken within 5 years of 

the admission date. Programs may choose to waive the GRE, GMAT and other 

admissions tests for the Summer 2020 and Fall 2020 terms, with the exception of 

TOEFL and other tests of language proficiency. 
 

G. Motion FS_2020_15 Admissions and Transfer of Credit Committee (Legislation. 

Majority vote at one meeting, no second required.) 
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Be it resolved that transfer applicants who received a “CR”, “P” or “S” grade 

course in response to the COVID-19 emergency during Spring 2020, or during 

any subsequent terms disrupted by university and college closures for public 

health reasons, may transfer those courses to UA Little Rock, so long as the 

transfer institution's transcript states that these grades are the equivalent of C or 

better. For licensure purposes, certain programs may require the student to retake 

such courses for a letter grade. 

 

 

H. Motion FS_2020_16 Admissions and Transfer of Credit Committee (Legislation. 

Majority vote at one meeting, no second required.) Admissions of First-time 

Freshmen 

 

Be it resolved to modify Admissions criteria (FS_2013_3) as indicated in the 

markup in Attachment A (underline indicates addition; strikethrough indicates 

deletion); and  

Be it further resolved that if approved, implementation of changes will be for 

Fall 2021. 

 

I. Motion FS_2020_17 Governance Committee (Legislation. Majority vote at one 

meeting, no second required.) Amend faculty senate councils, standing and 

appointed committees’ composition to reflect new college organization.  

 

 Be it resolved that faculty elected and appointed membership on Senate councils 

and committees be amended as indicated in Attachment B (underline indicates 

addition, strikethrough indicates deletion); and  

 

 Be it further resolved that upon approval, these changes would be implemented 

July 1, 2020.  

Commentary: As a result of moving from five colleges to three the elected and 

appointed faculty membership based on college election or college-based nomination 

by the Committee on Committees results in 40% fewer faculty on these bodies. 

“School” as previously used in specifying representation now only applies to the 

Bowen School of Law and is, therefore, explicitly stated where appropriate. 

Recommendations for modifications in numbers of faculty members maintain 

essentially the same number of faculty on councils and committees or are adjusted at 

the recommendation of the current committee and committee chair.  

 

IX. Open Forum 

X. Adjournment 
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Attachment A: Admissions Policy – First-time Freshmen 

 

That the admission requirements for first-time entering freshmen shall be as follows: 

 
Admission of First-time Entering Freshmen 
Applicants who present a high school diploma with all the following academic qualifications 

will receive admission: 

 

 Completion of the high school Core Curriculum for college preparation as required 

by Arkansas Code Annotated §§6-60-208 and 6-61-217 and defined by the 

Arkansas Higher Education Coordinating Board in consultation with the Arkansas 

State Board of Education1. This requirement applies to students graduating from 

high school after May 1, 2002, And either 

o A cumulative high school grade-point average of 2.25 on a 4.0 scale, and 

ACT English, Math and Reading sub-scores of 15 or higher (minimum SAT 

sub-scores of 26 Writing, 26 Reading, and 515 Math), or 

o Satisfaction of the ACT requirement of the Arkansas Academic Challenge 

for traditional students as set forth by the Arkansas Department of Higher 

Education. 

 

Students who receive a GED or are graduates of home schooling are admitted if they have 

ACT sub-scores in English, Math and Reading of 15 or higher. 

 

Students age 24 or older with a cumulative high school grade-point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 

scale and who have completed all appropriate placement exams will receive admission. 

 

 

Students using 6th semester transcripts will be admitted with the expectation of continued 

academic success in high school. Preference for housing will be given based on the date of 

admission.  

 

Admission of Freshmen Transfer Students 

Freshmen Transfer Students are students with fewer than 12 acceptable transfer credits from 

another college or university. These students will be admitted if they meet the admission 

standards for first-time entering freshmen. 

 

Students who do not meet our admission requirements are encouraged to apply and will be 

reviewed for possible admission. Any applicant whose admission is denied or deferred may, with 

the submission of additional information, request reconsideration.  

 

 

                                                 
1 This requirement applies to students graduating from high school after May 1, 2002. 
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Attachment B: Faculty Senate Councils and Committee Composition 

 

Council on Core Curriculum and Policies: The Council on Core Curriculum and Policies shall 

be composed of two voting representatives one representative elected from and by each curricular 

area with a course in the core and one representative elected from and by each college with 

undergraduate program(s) with each serving a three year term. Council on Core Curriculum and 

Policies terms will be for three (3) years  Members may serve two consecutive terms. Individuals 

may be re-elected to serve after not serving for at least two (2) years. Two (2) students shall serve 

as voting members of the Council on Core Curriculum and Policies on policy matters, but will not 

vote on course decisions. Elected representatives in the Student Senate are eligible to serve as 

student members of the Council on Core Curriculum and Policies and will have 1-year terms. 

Faculty Appeals Council: Membership of the Faculty Appeals Council this committee shall 

include the all members of the Committee on Tenure, one representative from the library faculty, 

one representative from the Bowen School of Law, one seven full- time faculty members, with 

tenure, elected from each academic unit college represented in the Faculty Senate, and two 

academic administrators below the level of dean who shall be elected by the Faculty Senate. Should 

the composition of the Faculty Appeals Council not, in the opinion of the president of the Faculty 

Senate, include adequate representation of women and/or minorities nor faculty needed to 

complete required panels for appeals, the Faculty Senate president Executive Committee may 

appoint up to five additional full-time faculty members to provide such representation. 

Graduate Council: The Graduate Council shall be composed of one representative from 

Collections and Archives the library faculty, three five representatives qualified for graduate 

faculty status elected from each college and school represented in the Faculty Senate, , and three 

graduate students appointed by the Committee on Committees of the Assembly for one-year terms 

from nominations submitted by the Graduate Dean, the coordinators of graduate programs, and 

graduate student organizations. Elected representatives shall serve staggered three-year terms. 

  

Undergraduate Council: The Undergraduate Council shall be composed of one representative 

from Collections and Archives the library faculty, two four full-time faculty members elected to 

two year staggered terms by the full-time faculty from each college or school offering 

undergraduate work and represented in the Faculty Senate, and five undergraduate students, one 

of whom must be taking a course or courses at night. The student representatives are appointed by 

the Student Government Association for one-year terms and are selected to represent the broadest 

range possible of academic areas. The elected representatives shall serve staggered two- year 

terms. The associate vice chancellor for educational programs and a representative from the Office 

of the Registrar shall be ex officio members without vote. 

  

Elected Standing Committees 
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Committee on Tenure: The cCommittee on Tenure shall be composed of one member from the 

library faculty elected by the library faculty, two faculty members elected from the Bowen School 

of Law and two three faculty from by each college and school represented in the Faculty Senate 

and one representative elected by the professional librarians with academic rank, excluding in all 

instances deans and department chairs. 

Faculty Governance Committee: the Faculty Governance cCommittee shall be composed of one 

member from the library  elected by the Collections and Archives library faculty; and one member 

of the Faculty Senate elected by the Faculty Senate, one member from the Bowen School of Law 

and one two members from each college/school represented in the Faculty Senate elected by the 

faculty of the college/school; one member of the Collections and Archives elected by the 

Collections and Archives faculty; and one member of the Faculty Senate elected by the Faculty 

Senate and one member of the Faculty Senate elected by the Faculty Senate. Elected members will 

serve three year, staggered terms. 

Appointed Committees 

Academic Integrity and Grievance Committee: 

No change 

Academic Calendar and Schedules Committee: The Academic Calendar and Schedules 

Committee  shall consist be composed of one representative from the library, one two full-time 

faculty member from each college/school represented in the Faculty Senate to be appointed to two 

year, staggered terms by the Committee on Committees, the vice president of the Faculty Senate, 

the chair of the Undergraduate Council or that person’s designee, the registrar or that person’s 

designee, the executive vice chancellor and provost or that person’s designee. In addition, two 

students appointed by the Student Government Association shall serve as members. Appointed 

faculty members shall serve two-year staggered terms and students shall serve one-year terms. 

Academic Technology and Computing Committee: The Academic Technology and Computing 

Committee shall be composed of one member from the library faculty and two three full-time 

faculty members from each college or school including the library appointed to two year, staggered 

terms by the Committee on Committees to be named by the Committee on Committees. In 

addition, two students shall be named by the Student Government Association to serve one year 

terms. The Vice Chancellor of Information Services and the executive vice chancellor and provost 

or their designees shall serve as ex officio members without vote. Any faculty member holding a 

position of “faculty in residence” within Information Technology Services may serve as a voting 

committee member during their appointment to such post. The terms of the two students shall be 

for one year, while the terms of the appointed faculty members shall be two-year staggered terms. 

Admissions and Transfer of Credit Committee: The Admissions and Transfer of Credit 

Committee shall consist of one be composed of one member from the library faculty, one two full 

time faculty members from each college/school represented in the Faculty Senate, one including 

the Collections and Archives and excluding the Bowen School of Law, to be appointed to two year 

staggered terms by the Committee on Committees of the Assembly, two student members 

appointed by the Student Government Association, and, as ex officio without vote, the 
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administrative officer in charge (or designee) of the Office of Transfer Student Services, 

University College, and the Office of Testing services, and, as ex officio with vote, the Director of 

Admissions (or designee), and the Registrar (or designee). The Director of Admissions’ designee 

shall coordinate processing of materials for the committee All non-faculty other members shall 

serve a one year term. 

Athletics Committee: : The Athletics Committee shall be composed of ten full- time faculty 

members to be appointed by the Committee on Committees of the Assembly, with representation 

by at least one voting member from each academic college or school (with the exception of and 

the Bowen School of Law) and no more than two members from each academic college or 

school (including the Bowen School of Law). The Committee on Committees shall also appoint 

two staff members to the committee. The Student Government Association shall appoint two 

students to the committee. The faculty and staff members shall serve two-year, staggered terms, 

and the student members shall serve one-year terms. The director of athletics, registrar, and the 

advisor for student-athletes shall serve as ex officio members without vote. 

Buildings and Grounds Committee: The Buildings and Grounds Committee shall consist be 

composed of one member from the Collections and Archives library faculty  and one two members 

from each college or school represented in the Faculty Senate, including Collections and Archives, 

appointed to two year, staggered terms by the Committee on Committees; two members of the 

staff senate, selected by the staff senate to two year, staggered terms; two students appointed by 

the Student Government Association to one-year terms.  The administrator in charge of planning 

buildings and grounds shall serve as an ex-officio member without vote. 

Faculty Professional Development Committee: The Faculty Professional Development 

Committee shall consist of one member from the Collections and Archives library faculty, two 

three full time faculty members from each college or school represented in the Faculty Senate to 

be named by the Committee on Committees to staggered terms of two years each and as ex-officio 

members, the a designee appointed by the executive vice chancellor and provost, ex-officio 

without vote. 

Library Committee: The Library Committee shall consist of one member from the Collections 

and Archives library faculty, and the Graduate and Undergraduate Councils and one two full- time 

faculty members from each college or school, including the library to be named by the Committee 

on Committees. In addition, two students shall be named by the Student Government Association. 

The director of the library shall serve as ex officio member without vote. The terms of the two 

student members shall be one year; all other members shall serve two-year staggered terms. 

Planning and Finance Committee: The Planning and Finance committee shall consist of one 

member from the library faculty, and two  three full-time faculty members from each college or 

school represented in the Faculty Senate (one of whom must be a member of the Faculty Senate at 

the time of appointment) to be named by the Committee on Committees, to staggered terms of two 

years each, the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate, the administrator responsible for 

budgeting and planning, the vice chancellor for finance and administration, and the vice chancellor 

for university advancement as ex-officio members of the committee. In addition, two students 

appointed by the Student Government Association shall serve as members. Appointed faculty 

members shall serve two-year staggered terms and s Students shall serve one-year terms. 
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Honors and Awards Committee: Membership of t The Honors and Awards committee shall 

consist of two undergraduate students appointed by the Student Government Association, one 

graduate student appointed by the Graduate Student Association, and two three faculty members 

from each of the colleges, one Graduate School representative and two alumni appointed to be 

named by the Committee on Committees of the Assembly. to staggered terms of two years each. 

All members shall serve two year, staggered terms. 

Student Research and Creative Works Committee: The Student Research and Creative Works 

cCommittee shall consist of one member from the Collections and Archives library faculty and 

two three full-time faculty members from each college or school represented in the Faculty Senate 

with an undergraduate program to be named by the Committee on Committees to staggered terms 

of two years each; one undergraduate student named by the Committee on Committees to a one 

year term from nominations by the Undergraduate Research Committee; and, as ex-officio 

members (without vote), the editors and advisors of university-financed student publications, one 

student affairs representative, and the Vice Provost for Research and Dean of the Graduate School 

or designee. 

                                                                                                     

  

  

 


